Lesson Plans- Journey to the Diefenbunker
Activity Three: 
Diefenbunker Personnel
Concept: 
Reflect on how governments respond to national emergencies by learning about the “continuity of government” strategies implemented at the Diefenbunker.

Objectives: 

· Students will gain an understanding of how the nuclear threat affected government planning and decision making.

Materials:  Journey to the Diefenbunker website, Diefenbunker Continuity of Government Sheet, Personnel Activity Sheets.
Student Activities:

Part A: Individual or small group assignments

· As individuals or in groups of 2 or 3 have students explore the Journey to the Diefenbunker website

· As individuals or in groups of 2 or 3 have students review the list of possible Diefenbunker personnel. 

· Using the worksheet provided, students should choose who they think should be on the bunker personnel list and state reasons for their choices.
Part B: Group Discussion
· Once students have completed this task, as a group go over the answer sheet. Have students compare their list with the personnel who were actually assigned to the bunker.
· Lead a class discussion about the differences between the two lists.

1. Were some important people missing from the actual Diefenbunker personnel?

2. Were there some people in the Diefenbunker who did not need to be there?

The Diefenbunker: Continuity of Government
The Diefenbunker was built to ensure “continuity of government” in the event of a nuclear attack. As the capital city of Canada, it was very likely that Ottawa was targeted for a nuclear strike. In the aftermath of an explosion, it would be very important for the Canadian government to lead and organize emergency response operations and continued national security.  The Diefenbunker had room for 525 personnel. 

Activity:

Part 1:
Some of the people from each column on the personnel list below were to be taken into the Diefenbunker in the event of an emergency. Pick which people you believe belong in the bunker and provide reasons for you choice. 

Part 2:
Check the Answer Sheet to see how closely your list matches the actual personnel list.
	Who Would You Take Into the Diefenbunker?

	Civilian
	Military
	Government

	Doctor
	Commissionaire
	Prime Minister

	Teacher
	Chief of Defence Staff
	Leader of the Opposition

	Dentist
	Sniper
	Governor General

	Cameraman
	Military Police
	Ambassador of the USA

	Janitor
	Photographer
	Mayor of Ottawa

	Fitness Coach
	Army Soldiers
	Secretary

	Librarian
	Medic
	Canadian Espionage Expert

	Chemist
	Logistics Officer
	Ministry of Agriculture

	Veterinarian
	Cook
	Ministry of Transport

	Carpenter
	Air traffic controller
	Ministry of Finance

	Radio Broadcast Journalist 
	Cadet Leader
	Ministry of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness

	Postal Clerk
	Communications Personnel
	Ministry of the Environment

	Nurse
	Weather specialists
	Ministry of Veteran’s Affairs

	Mechanic
	JTF2 soldier ( Canadian Special Operations)
	Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans

	Hairstylist
	War Artist
	Ministry of Justice

	Lawyer
	Cryptographer
	Ministry of Natural Resources

	Accountant
	Engineer
	Ministry of Canadian Heritage

	Computer Specialist
	Munitions expert
	Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation

	Priest
	Radar specialists
	Ministry of Labour

	Psychologist
	Helicopter Pilot
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs


	My Diefenbunker Personnel List
	Was I right?

	Personnel
	Why?
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Who Would You Take Into the Diefenbunker?

	Civilian
	Military
	Government

	Doctor √
	Commissionaire X
	Prime Minister √

	Teacher X
	Chief of Defence Staff √
	Leader of the Opposition X

	Dentist √
	Sniper X
	Governor General √

	Cameraman X
	Military Police √
	Ambassador of the USA X

	Janitor X
	Photographer X
	Mayor of Ottawa X

	Fitness Coach X
	Army Soldiers √
	Secretary √

	Librarian X
	Medic √
	Canadian Espionage Expert √(RCMP or CSIS)

	Chemist X
	Logistics Officer √
	Ministry of Agriculture √

	Veterinarian X
	Cook √
	Ministry of Transport √

	Carpenter X
	Air traffic controller X
	Ministry of Finance √

	 Radio Broadcast Journalist √ 
	Cadet Leader X
	Ministry of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness √

	Postal Clerk X
	Communications Personnel √
	Ministry of the Environment X

	Nurse √
	Weather specialists X
	Ministry of Veteran’s Affairs X

	Mechanic X
	JTF2 soldier ( Canadian Special Operations) X
	Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans √

	Hairstylist X
	War Artist X
	Ministry of Justice √

	Lawyer X
	Cryptographer √
	Ministry of Natural Resources √

	Accountant X
	Engineer √
	Ministry of Canadian Heritage X

	Computer Specialist √
	Munitions expert X
	Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation √

	Priest X
	Radar specialists √
	Ministry of Labour X

	Psychologist X
	Helicopter Pilot X
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs √


